Activities Report — 2008

» Monitor the Human Rights Situation
» Fight Enforced Disappearance and Impunity
» Fight Arbitrary Detention

» Rehabilitate the victims of torture

The CLDH is member of: EMHRN (Euro Mediterranean Network for Human Rights) — FEMED (Euro Mediterranean Federation
against Enforced Disappearance)
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Our heartfelt gratitude and thanks to:

The Embassy of the Netherlands in Beirut,

Oak Foundation / Sigrid Rausing Trust,

IRCT (International Rehabilitation Council for Torture victims),
OMCT (World Organization against Torture),

FIDH (Fédération Internationale des ligues des droits de 'lHomme)
The Embassy of Canada in Beirut,

The Euro-Mediterranean foundation for the support of Human Rights defenders,
ACAT France (Action by Christians against Torture),

CCFD (Catholic Committee against Hunger and for Development),
AHRF (Arab Human Rights Fund),

AEDH (Agir ensemble pour les droits de 'lHomme),

EMHRN (Euro Mediterranean Network for Human Rights)

All the individual donors,

And to all the volunteers who have contributed enormously to the success of
CLDH'’s activities in 2008.
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Team and Funding

The Team at CLDH

While the year 2008 was the year of consolidation of CLDH, the team at CLDH also
underwent some changes.

Julie Pons, Executive Director of CLDH in 2007, left us to join the ASMAE Association
in Lebanon.

Justine Di Mayo, who was in charge of the Enforced Disappearances Program since
April 2007 left the team in October 2008 to work with UMAM.

Lauren Achkouty, who joined the team as assistant, is in charge of the secretariat and is
also responsible for other functions relating to planning, administration and finance.

Vidya Singh joined CLDH in November 2008, to ensure proper financial and personnel
administration.

Rita Chemaly has been appointed to the post of program coordinator for the project:
“‘Monitoring the situation of Human Rights” (The Observatory, joint project between
CLDH and ALEF, Lebanese Association for Education and Training).

As for Centre Nassim that was set up by CLDH and SOLIDA in September 2007 for the
rehabilitation of the victims of torture progress has been appreciable. The staffing of
Centre Nassim is now complete and the Centre now has two General Practitioners, a
Lawyer, a Psychiatrist, two Psychologists, a Physiotherapist, an employment advisor
and social workers.

Some staffing changes at Centre Nassim included the departures of

e Cynthia Petrigh — Executive Director from August 2007 to December 2008.
e Helene Lahoud — Employment Advisor from October 2007 to December 2008.
¢ |Imad Akiki, Pharmacist, left in December 2008.
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As regards new appointments/recruitments, Chantal Akkary, Assistant, moved to the
post of Employment Advisor, left vacant due to the departure of Helene Lahoud and
efforts were on at the end of 2008 to recruit a new Assistant. The Centre has also
welcomed a new Psychologist, Dima Saade; a General Practitioner, Mohammad
Sabbah and a volunteer art therapist from Australia, Joanne Thorpe.

In all, CLDH employs 17 qualified persons, while several volunteers have continued to
work tirelessly for the cause and agenda of CLDH. Notable among them are:

- Joseph Hitti who volunteers to translate documents into English.

- William Issa continues to visit the prisoners of Roumieh Central prison and
follows up on the situation of former prisoners.

- Lina Petkova provided several translations towards the end of the year and lastly,

- Diana Shammaa who also helped with English translations.

The Funding

- The Embassy of the Netherlands in Beirut has financed a major part of Centre
Nassim.

- Oak Foundation / Sigrid Rausing Trust have also financially supported Centre
Nassim through the IRCT (International Rehabilitation Council for Torture
Victims).

- OMCT (World Organization against Torture), through their social assistance
program, has financially supported some beneficiaries of Centre Nassim.

- The Embassy of Canada in Beirut finances the project for the reinforcement of
competencies of lawyers in the field of arbitrary detention.

- The Euro-Mediterranean foundation for the support of Human Rights defenders
partially finances the program of monitoring the Human Rights situation.

- L’ACAT France (Action by Christians against Torture) partially supports the
activities carried out by CLDH for the victims of torture and arbitrary detention.

- CCFD (Catholic Committee against Hunger and for Development), renewed its
support to the monitoring program of CLDH and ALEF.
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AHRF (Arab Human Rights Fund) granted its support to CLDH in its activities
against arbitrary detention, torture and impunity.

AEDH (Agir ensemble pour les droits de 'Homme) renewed its support to the
campaign for the release of Youssef Chaabane, arbitrarily detained in Lebanon
since 1994, granted its support to Nassim Center with an information campaign
of torture victims, and supported the global running of the office.

Private donors also contribute regularly which takes care of a part of the
association’s activities.

Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH)
Bakhos Building, 1* floor, Dora, Beirut, Lebanon. Tel : 00 961 1 24 00 23

E mail : solida@solida.org Web : www.solida.org
Registration # 218/2008



Monitor the Human Rights Situation
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Empowering the capacity for action by the Lebanese civil

society and monitoring of the situation

Press Review

CLDH continues to provide a daily press review on Human Rights and Justice, with
around 70 NGO’s, institutions and embassy benefiting from this service.

Project “Monitoring of the situation of Human Rights in Lebanon”

The Euro-Mediterranean foundation for the support of Human Rights defenders
finances a joint project of CLDH and ALEF (Lebanese Association for Education and
Training) on “the monitoring of the situation of Human Rights in Lebanon.” This project
provides for the monitoring of the Human Rights situation in Lebanon, on the basis of
what appears in the print media and also the information circulated by other Human
Rights organizations. This project is expected to serve as a catalyst to the efforts of the
organizations involved and also empower the civil society for further action.

Blog on the Special Tribunal for Lebanon

A blog on the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, http://cldh-tribunal-liban.blogspot.com,
which aims to facilitate access to information regarding the Tribunal (press reviews in
English, French and Arabic; UN documents, reports, doctrines etc) to the public, is
updated on a daily basis and registers daily hits.

Report on the civil and political rights in Lebanon

The report on the civil and political rights in Lebanon in 2007 has been made public and
was distributed in June 2008. It is a full report that deals with topics such as; right to life,
detention and torture, enforced disappearances and secret detention, the liberty of
association and of peaceful reunion, the liberty of expression, thoughts and opinion, as
well as the administration of Justice.
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Based on the monitoring of the press that is conducted throughout the year by the
CLDH, and on the basis of the information collected on the field by the field teams
and/or other organizations of the Lebanese civil society, this report re-examined the
origin, evolution and present status of the concepts. The report also indicates with
reference to international and Lebanese legislations, the constitutional and national
obligations of the State of Lebanon that derive from ratification of international texts and
documents.

The distribution of this report was a good starting point for CLDH. Firstly, because it is
the first annual report on civil and political rights brought out by the organization that
was established in Beirut in 2006 by the team of SOLIDA (Support of Lebanese
Detained Arbitrarily). And secondly and most importantly, because it portrays a
balanced picture of the situation of civil and political rights as they exist in Lebanon
today, and provides for an objective evaluation of the progress made in the enjoyment
of these rights.

The report is pretty damming of the State authorities in so far as it highlights the multiple
and repeated violations of human rights that is happening so frequently. This was amply
brought out by Wadih Al Asmar, Secretary General of CLDH, in the introductory
paragraph of the report where he laments, “How can we restore the trust of the people
in the State and its Institutions, when the latter are not just refusing to accept the blame,
but persist in engaging in those very practices that we hope to abolish?”
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Fight the Practice of Enforced
Disappearance

Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH)
Bakhos Building, 1* floor, Dora, Beirut, Lebanon. Tel : 00 961 1 24 00 23

E mail : solida@solida.org Web : www.solida.org
Registration # 218/2008



Fight against enforced disappearances and impunity

Lebanon — Enforced disappearances and incommunicado detainees

The work on enforced disappearances has continued at a brisk pace with the
publication and distribution in February 2008, of a report on enforced disappearances
that sought to provide a balanced opinion on this issue while also issuing some
recommendations in this regard to the Lebanese authorities.

Lebanese-Syrian Commission

On March 7, 2008, the team of CLDH met with the members of the Lebanese-Syrian
commission that is looking into the issue of disappeared Lebanese persons and
prisoners in Syria. Sadly, there hasn’t been any noticeable progress in the work of the
commission, forcing the CLDH to initiate action for the dissolution of the commission
and to try and bring this matter to the notice of the Security Council of the United
Nations through the Lebanese authorities.

Action Plan “Truth and Justice for all Lebanese”

Between late August 2007 and September 2008, 11 meetings were held under the
Action Plan, “Truth and Justice for all Lebanese”. The organisations that actively
committed to this Action Plan include SOLIDE, Le Comité des parents de personnes
enlevées et disparues au Liban, UMAM Documentation & Research (D & R), Alkarama,
CLDH, HRW (Human Rights Watch), ICTJ (International Center for Transitional
Justice), and ICRC (as consultant). The meetings in connection with the action plan
allowed for close coordination between various NGO’s and the civil society on the issue
of working for national reconciliation and also for the initiation of joint projects, such as
the consolidation of a list of disappeared persons.

1. Dissemination of information

The Action Plan has helped create a network of organizations working on the issue of
enforced disappearances. Beyond monthly meetings, the organizations involved in the
Action Plan seek to disseminate any relevant information within the network and keep it
regularly informed of their respective actions in the field of enforced disappearances.

2. Cooperation - Coordination

Cooperation between the organizations actively involved in the Action Plan has
considerably increased. The CLDH and UMAM have signed a partnership agreement
on the exchange of personal data regarding enforced disappearances. During the
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meetings, the participating organizations worked on identifying a strategy and hope to
come up with joint recommendations.

3. Legal advice on the issue of enforced disappearances

This project idea came up during an Action Plan meeting on the present treatment of
cases of enforced disappearance by the Lebanese judiciary. Participants stressed the
need to create a legal working group which would support cases of enforced
disappearance. It was decided that the first stage of this project would be devoted to a
study which would seek to explore the various legal options that are available in dealing
with cases of enforced disappearance. The International Center for Transitional Justice
(ICTJ) has proposed to provide financial and technical support to the first phase of this
project. The study has been entrusted to a lawyer, Nizar Saghieh.

4. Database on the disappeared

Given the absence of official census of those missing in Lebanon, organizations
involved in the action plan put in place a database on missing persons, in order to
consolidate and put together one single list of all disappeared persons. This database
currently contains limited information on the disappeared (their identity and date of
disappearance). A meeting was held at the ICRC’s premises to discuss possibilities to
further develop this database.

5. Moving forward

After nearly one year of activities within the Action plan group, a smaller group of NGOs
working on the issue of disappearance got together on a weekly basis and produced a
strategic document for the establishment of a National Commission on enforced
disappearance in Lebanon. This project is currently being discussed and negotiated
upon and it is hoped that such a commission would be established before June 2009.

Memorandum on enforced disappearances

The CLDH, in cooperation with other organizations of the Lebanese civil society, sent
out a memorandum on enforced disappearances, addressed to the newly elected
Lebanese authorities. This memorandum was handed over to President Michel Sleiman
on July 21. This followed a protest that was organized by SOLID, the Committee of
parents of kidnapped and disappeared persons in Lebanon and CLDH, on the occasion
of the visit to Lebanon of the Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Walid al Moallem.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCbLwR1pcxE
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Halate potential mass grave

The team of CLDH was present when the Lebanese Internal Security Forces (ISF)
investigated a possible mass grave in Halate on April 15, 2008. A report has been filed
on the observations made during this investigation, clearly denouncing the non-
adherence to international standards during the exhumation. Based on this report, the
CLDH organized a reflection space with the International Committee of the Red Cross
and other human rights organizations, in order to discuss international standards of
exhumation. Following this meeting, the organizations drafted a joint document on
principles and approaches that they want met by the Lebanese authorities when
exhumations take place within the Lebanese territory. This document, which has so far
not been made public, is an essential basis for future discussions among civil society
organizations and the Lebanese authorities on dealing with the issue of mass graves,
and exhumation in Lebanon.
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(The arrow indicates the non-explored zone for unknown reasons)

Euro-Mediterranean meeting of families of disappeared persons

In June, the CLDH also participated in the second Euro-Mediterranean meeting of
families of disappeared persons that was held in Rabat (Morocco). This meeting was
organized by the Euro-Mediterranean federation against enforced disappearances
(FEMED) of which CLDH is a founding member.

In December of 2008, two members of the CLDH also participated in the 8th General
Assembly Session of the EUROMED that took place in Barcelona, from December 11t -
15th 2008. On this occasion, Wadih Al Asmar was elected as a member of the new
Executive Committee for the next three year period.
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Issue of Press release

After the adoption of the Ministerial Declaration, and at the initiative of the Action Plan
Group, a group of organizations (14') issued a joint press release calling for the
recognition of the issue of enforced disappearances and indicating the steps that the
authorities should put in place on this issue.

Press Conference

On the 27 of November 2008, the CLDH with the committee of families of enforced
disappearances in Lebanon, SOLIDA, and the committee of detainees in Syria held a
press conference at the Gibran Khalil Gibran Square in front of the UN house in Beirut
to announce a strategy aimed at finding a solution to the problem of enforced
disappearances in Lebanon. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KV4cHMIJORY

' This press release has been co-signed by the organizations actively involved in the action plan(SOLIDE, Le Comité
des parents de personnes enlevées et disparues au Liban, UMAM D&R, Alkarama, le CLDH, HRW) but also other
organizations active engaged in the issue of enforced disappearances (Al-Khiam Center for the Rehabilitation of the
Victims of Torture, I’Association pour la Défense des Droits et des Libertés (ADDL), I' Association Libanaise pour la
Promotion Humaine et I'alphabétisation (ALPHA), Springhints, Leftist Assembly for Change, I'Association Libanaise
pour I'Education et la Formation (ALEF), I'Association Libanaise des Droits de ’'Homme (ALDHOM) et Offre Joie).
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Fight Arbitrary Detention
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Fight against arbitrary detention and torture

Experience Sharing:

Project to reinforce the skills of Lebanese lawyers on arbitrary detention/torture

In September 2008, the CLDH, with the support of the Canadian Embassy in Beirut,
launched its project to reinforce the skills of Lebanese lawyers in the area of arbitrary
detention. The aim of this project is to restore to the victims of arbitrary detention and/or
torture in Lebanon their due rights as stipulated in international instruments ratified by
Lebanon. This was sought to be achieved by training lawyers on international
mechanisms and instruments in the field of human rights protection related to arbitrary
detention and torture.

A series of four Workshops titled “Protection against Arbitrary Detention and torture”, for
lawyers took place towards the end of the year. 55 lawyers from Saida, Nabatieh,
Tripoli, and Zahle participated in these workshops, which were all conducted in Arabic,
by experts in the field of human rights belonging to various international and national
organizations.

The next step of this project is the creation of a network of qualified lawyers ready to
defend the victims of arbitrary detention and/or torture as and when such cases come to
the attention of the CLDH.

P Rl

(Workshops in Tripoli in December 2008)
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Blog on Arbitrary Detention

A blog on arbitrary detention has been created, and may be viewed by clicking on this
link: http://cldh-arbitrarydetention.blogspot.com/. This blog gives all useful information
on the topic and includes press releases in Arabic, French and English; cases of victims
of arbitrary detention monitored and pursued by the CLDH; applicable international and
domestic law besides other useful links.

Working group on torture prevention (WGTP)

CLDH, along with ALEF (Lebanese Association for Education and Training), Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty International Lebanon, Restart and Khiam Centers and
PINACLE, are all part of a “Working Group on Torture Prevention”, a group of NGOs
that shares experiences and implements joint activities against torture.

Members of CLDH participated this year in several workshops and trainings on torture
prevention and the implementation of the OPCAT (Optional Protocol to the Convention
Against Torture), that was ratified this year by Lebanon.

Lobbying activities:

Letters to Minister of Interior Ziad Baroud

- In October, CLDH co-signed a letter to Mr. Ziad Baroud, Minister of Interior,
asking for an investigation into deaths in detention. CLDH was informed that the
Minister has ordered an investigation into this important issue.

- In November, the CLDH addressed another letter to the Minister of Interior, this
time requesting a provisional exceptional regularization of illegal detainees for a
period of 3 months, and the establishment of a department at the Ministry of the
Interior which could link the NGOs and the Director General of General Security
to facilitate the processing of cases pertaining to foreigners. In this letter, a list of
15 foreigners who had been detained in Jezzine prison for periods beyond their
sentence requirement, in some cases up to a year and a half, was forwarded to
the Minister. Following this intervention, 10 foreigners who had completed their
sentences in Jezzine prison were, where requested, repatriated to their countries
of origin. The files were transferred to the organization Frontiers, an NGO
working on refugees and migrants, which follows up on the cases with the
UNHCR.
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Follow up on individual cases

Since the beginning of 2008, CLDH followed up on 37 individual cases of arbitrary
detention. Thirteen have been solved with the release of the detainees.

Among these 37 prisoners and detainees, detailed break-up is as under;

Places of Detention: 19 are detained in Roumieh prison, 1 in Jbeil prison, 1 in the
Ministry of Defense detention center and 16 in Jezzine Prison.

Nationalities: 17 are Lebanese, 2 are Palestinians, 1 is Iraqi, 2 are Congolese, 4
are Bangladeshis, 1 Tanzanian, 1 Algerian, 1 Tunisian, 4 Sudanese, 3 Indians and 1 Sri
Lankan,

Legal Status: Eleven were pending trial — two of them were released before the
trial, 6 are sentenced to jail for terms between 2 and 5 years, 3 were given the death
penalty, 1 has been sentenced to life imprisonment and 16 have been sentenced to 1 to
2 months and were not released at the end of their period (foreigners detained for illegal
entry or stay in Lebanon). Ten of them were repatriated, where requested to their
countries of origin..

Status/recognition: 8 of these cases have been recognized by the UN working
group on arbitrary detention as arbitrary detentions; opinion is pending with the Working
Group of Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) regarding 2 others. 9 cases have been submitted
to the Special Rapporteur of the UN on torture.

Some examples of CLDH actions for the victims of arbitrary detention:

Campaign for the release of Youssef Chaabane with timeline of activities

The campaign for the release of Youssef Chaabane is still ongoing. In collaboration with
CLDH, several international organizations such as the World Organization against
Torture (OMCT), International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Action by Christians
against Torture (ACAT), International Federation of Action by Christians for the abolition
of torture (FIACAT) and Amnesty International have also followed up on this case and
have issued urgent appeals to the Lebanese authorities and press releases. The
supportive group on Facebook how boasts of 390 persons as followers. A blog was
created and can be found by clicking on the following link: http://release-youssef-
chaabane.blogspot.com
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February 28"™: CLDH released a press statement, to denounce the decision of
the Lebanese Judicial Council which for the second time, turned down the
petition for the trial review submitted earlier by Youssef Chaabane’s attorney.

April 28": CLDH addressed a Letter to the Prime Minister Fuad Siniora, on the
occasion of the third anniversary of the Syrian withdrawal, to bring once more to
the attention of the Lebanese authorities, the fact that Youssef Chaabane,
interrogated under torture by the Syrians, remains in arbitrary detention in
Lebanon.

May 2"%: CLDH participated in a Press Conference held in Beirut, at Marriott
Hotel with Youssef’s family and lawyer.

July 2008: The lawyer of Youssef Chaabane submitted to Mr Ibrahim Najjar,
Minister of Justice, an application for a special presidential pardon to be

presented to the President Michel Sleiman.

August 10™ A solidarity sit-in was organized in Raouche, Corniche al - Mazraa

October 19™ Solidarity with Youssef Chaabane organized in front of Jbeil prison
— 14 years since Youssef was sentenced to life imprisonment. People gathered
in front of Jbeil prison to release balloons and express their solidarity with
Youssef Chaabane.
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Case of Nehmeh El Haj

William Issa, who works as a volunteer for CLDH and visits regularly the central prison
of Roumieh, follows up on the case of Nehmeh EIl Haj, sentenced to death after signing
confessions under torture and whose detention has been recognized as arbitrary by the
Working Group of the United Nations on arbitrary detention.

William provides the persons in detention with psychological support and liaises
regularly with their families and lawyers. Regarding the case of Nehmeh El Haj, the
CLDH held a meeting on August 22nd, with the Representative of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights in Lebanon, Mr Fateh Azzam, to discuss the
WGAD'’s opinion on the said case. William attended the Oct 30 hearing (cassation); next
hearing has been scheduled for 12/02/2009

Case of Saleh Abdel Dayem

Saleh Abdel Dayem is a Palestinian detained in Roumieh prison; detained in Syria for
ten years, before being transferred to Lebanon in 2004. His physical and psychological
health has been adversely affected by this long detention. CLDH is assisting him in his
trial by providing him with legal and psychological assistance.

Case of Joseph Palangui Ndangua

Joseph Palangui Ndangua, Congolese, arrested in September 2007 for illegally residing
in Lebanon was sentenced to two months in prison. He has been detained for over a
year. CLDH was vigorously engaged in 2008, in activities aimed at informing the
concerned authorities about this situation and to help find a solution.
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Taking care of the former prisoners / detainees

CLDH regularly provides counseling and support to former detainees and their families,
and assists them in their legal proceedings. CLDH premises offers a place where
people come and speak freely about their fears and doubts, and receive the necessary
attention and assistance.

When it comes to notice that persons have suffered from the consequences of torture,
he/she is introduced to the Nassim team which then immediately starts the rehabilitation
program.
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Rehabilitate the victims of torture
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Centre Nassim for the rehabilitation of victims of torture

A SOLIDA/CLDH Project

THE NETHERLANDS

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH)
Bakhos Building, 1% floor, Dora, Beirut, Lebanon. Tel : 00 961 1 24 00 23

E mail : solida@solida.org Web : www.solida.org
Registration # 218/2008



Centre Nassim offers rehabilitation to victims of torture through multi-disciplinary
professional support and case management. Centre Nassim’s success lies in its team
that is comprised of well knowledgeable and highly motivated staff from the field of
psychology, psychiatry, general medicine, physiotherapy, legal counselling and
representation, social work and professional reintegration. The activities undertaken at
Centre Nassim may broadly be classified into the following:

Care and assistance to the beneficiaries
Training and capacity building of staff,
Contact building and networking.
Visibility actions and publicity.

Care and assistance to beneficiaries

a) Beneficiaries: Acceptance, intake, types and visits.

o0 Procedure for initial acceptance: Centre Nassim team members work
individually and collectively as a team to plan and organize the treatment
schedule of every beneficiary. First timers or referrals to our Centre are
considered by our intake panel comprising of the Social worker, the psychiatrist
and the General Practitioner, who assess whether a person falls within our remit,
how he/she is coping physiologically, psychologically and practically, and
whether our Centre can indeed offer a timely and effective response. Referrals to
our Centre are made by doctors, hospitals, voluntary and Non-governmental
bodies, other beneficiaries etc. Once the assessment has been made and it has
been ascertained that the individual comes under the category of ‘beneficiary’,
the treatment options are then thrashed out by the team and a schedule for care
delivery is accordingly planned.

o Intake of beneficiaries in 2008: Seven (7) beneficiaries from 2007 continued to
visit our Centre and seek assistance in 2008. In addition to these carry forward
cases, 52 new beneficiaries also benefited from our assistance during the year
2008. The break up of these beneficiaries in terms of their nationalities is given
below:
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The average age of our beneficiaries is 35 (with the youngest being around 29 years old
and the oldest being approximately 75 years old). The Centre has by and large an equal
number of male and female beneficiaries. Among the case load of 2008, in terms of the
kind of torture victims that the Centre has provided assistance, the break up is as under:
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o0 Visits and in-house consultations/sessions: Throughout the year our in-house
care givers had a steady inflow of beneficiaries. There was a slight period of lull
in the months of May and June of 2008, when the country witnessed an uncertain
political situation resulting in the Centre also being closed for a few days. Once
normalcy returned, the Centre reopened its doors and was ready for business.
The following table shows the number of visits during the year. The Centre is
also hosting a volunteer art-therapist from Australia who joined us in November

2008.
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NUMBER OF VISITS OF BENEFICIARIES

_Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec
General 2 5 5 5 1 6 9 8 12 15 |30 |28
Practitioner

Psychiatrist 3 5 6 6 9 4 7 11 12 9 13 |10
Psychologist 4 2 7 3 3 4 3 1 11 15 |15 |12
Social worker |5 7 2 9 3 6 8 3 3 7 19 |13
Employment 2 4 5 5 7
Advisor

Lawyer 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 5 6 4
Physiotherapist | 3 9 8 11 |6 7 17 10 11 9 10 |8
Art Therapist 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

0 Home visits: During the course of the year, staff members also visited several
beneficiaries in their residence for various reasons; ascertaining the true financial
situation of the beneficiary, enquiring about the health of family members, to offer
in-kind assistance etc. Such visits boosted the morale of the beneficiaries who
thoroughly welcomed such visits.
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b) Types of assistance and care-delivery

i) Legal assistance:

Victims of torture have many legal issues: claims for reintegration into workplace,
clearing of criminal records, processing of asylum applications with UNHCR, help with
issuance of stay permits and/or work permits, request for attestations for various
administrative reasons, so on and so forth.

Centre Nassim’s lawyer provides extensive legal consultations and counseling to the
victims on various aspects of laws relating to human rights violations, torture related
issues; public interest litigations etc. He represents the victims and pleads their case in
civil, criminal and military courts, notary office, before security services.

During the year 2008, bulk of the legal assistance provided consisted of verification of
documents, ascertaining legal status and provision of legal defense in the court of law.
Notable achievements in this area during the year 2008 include;

- working closely with UNHCR for grant of refugee status to a beneficiary who
didn’t have a permanent residence in Lebanon. This proved successful and led to the
grant of refugee certification to the beneficiary. Furthermore, the lawyer is also now
working closely with the UNHCR staff to provide for the proper reintegration of the said
beneficiary in the new country of resettlement.

- working feverishly to obtain a cleared criminal record in respect of one
beneficiary resulting thereby in his improved chances in the job market.

- assisting two refugees in establishing contacts with International agencies for
obtaining social and welfare assistance.
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ii) Physiotherapy:

Treatment of beneficiaries at Centre Nassim is based on various approaches including
a kinesiological approach that applies scientific based medical principles towards the
analysis, preservation and enhancement of human movement in all settings and
populations. Our physiotherapist works out a treatment plan which involves explaining
to the patients about the exercise and massage regimen that will be followed at the
Centre as also the exercises that the patient will do at home to aid in faster recovery. In
short, our beneficiaries benefited immensely from this therapeutic regimen of controlled
exercises, ergonomics and lifestyle modifications.

i) Psychiatry and Psychotherapy:

The effects of torture are often a combination of physical injuries as a result of the
inflicted violence and the mental trauma associated with experiencing such acts. The
mental suffering due to torture and Post-traumatic stress disorders (PTSD) are the most
commonly observed cases at the Centre. There are also patients who have experienced
intense bereavement and grief over the death or disappearance of their loved ones. At
Centre Nassim, cases are referred to the psychologist by the psychiatrist, who then puts
together a therapy programme involving autogenic training, supportive psychotherapy,
psychoanalytical psychotherapy, relaxation or a combination of all, after taking into
consideration unique factors that each case may present. The cases are reviewed on a
regular basis by the resident psychiatrist. The psychiatrist along with the two
psychologists have successfully dealt with several cases of PTSDs, adaptation
disorders, acute depression, delusions etc and have facilitated several beneficiaries to
successfully reinvest in their social and professional life. Another important observation
is that psycho-education coupled with general health education and physiotherapy has
led to the alleviation in the physical symptoms of many a patient.
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iv) Employment counseling:

Centre Nassim employment advisor is trained not only to provide sound career
counseling but is also someone who has developed and acquired the competencies of
working with people of multi cultural backgrounds. The advisor offers assistance to the
beneficiaries in drawing up their CV’s, helps ascertain from them about their goals,
interests and needs and looks for ways and means to help them find a job. In the course
of performing these tasks, the advisor has managed to develop good contacts with
various Ministries, Institutes, organizations or associations; and with the help of these
contacts is constantly trying to explore opportunities for job availability or skills training
for our beneficiaries. In the past year, good and fruitful relationships have been
established with the Ministries of Agriculture and Social welfare, Arc en Ciel (an
organization that works with the old, infirm and those living in difficulty), Afel (dealing
with impoverished and ill treated children and their families), Al Najdeh (works
essentially with Palestinian women), YMCA, UNHCR, Arab University and many others.

v) Art therapy:

As a medium that offers an indirect and non-verbal means of expression, art can prove
to be very effective and accessible for torture survivors who may have difficulty
articulating themselves. This is exactly what the Centre discovered with the help of its
resident volunteer Art therapist from Australia. The therapist who joined us in October
last year was able to conduct two interesting and useful sessions both inside the centre
and also at an outside location.
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Training and capacity building of staff

We believe that ongoing capacity building is an essential element in the strengthening
of any organization and the empowerment of its staff. This can mean the development
of an individual’'s knowledge and skills or building organizational or even national
capacity. So besides, in-house training sessions that are organized on a regular basis,
the staff members are also encouraged to participate in external training programmes or
workshops.

- In the 1% week of January, a five-days training was conducted at the Centre
by two members of “Primo Levi Center” of France, a Paris based
rehabilitation center for the victims of torture and organized violence. A
Psychoanalyst and a General Practitioner from this association conducted a
training session that was rated as ‘useful’ and ‘informative’ by the team.

(Staff members attending the training organized by Primo Levi)
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Also in January 2008, Centre Nassim psychiatrist, Dr. Rabbih Chammay, had
the opportunity to present the work being done at Centre Nassim before a
group of International psychiatrists in Egypt. The presentation was a huge
success and also led to development of new contacts that have proved very
useful and benéeficial.

June 2008: Our lawyer participated in a seminar organized by the World
Organization against Torture (OMCT) on the topic of “Addressing the
economic, social and cultural root causes of violence through the UN Special
Procedures System” that was held in Geneva. Also in June, our psychologist
attended a workshop in Turkey on clinical supervision and care of care givers.
Our psychologist has also participated in several Working Group meetings on
torture.

In the third quarter of 2008, our social worker cum media coordinator
participated in a seminar organized by Khiam Centre (a Centre for the
rehabilitation of victims of torture in Lebanon) on the topic of "Empowering the
activists working in the area against Torture, listening technigues, monitoring
and documentation.”

In December 2008, staff members attended a two day training session
organized by International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT)
that focused among other topics on Clinical supervision, the Istanbul Protocol
etc.
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(Staff of Nassim attending the training workshop organized by IRCT)

- Counsellors working with torture and trauma survivors are also highly
vulnerable to vicarious traumatisation and burnout. It is in recognition of this
that the Centre organizes a monthly group counseling session of the staff with
a renowned Counsellor, Dr. Mounir Chamoun.
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Contact building and networking

There are several other organizations/associations in Lebanon and elsewhere that are
doing wonderful work in the field of human rights, torture, violence etc. We have always
believed that one can never work in isolation and it is absolutely imperative that we work
in tandem with other organizations in a manner whereby we are able to leverage each
other’s skills, knowledge and experience to improve our professional skills and broaden
our own networks.

During the year 2008, the staff of Centre Nassim visited several organizations and also
had the pleasure of hosting the visits of other organizations at the Centre. The staff was
happy to receive members of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in
April 2008; representative of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) in June 2008; members of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture
Victims (IRCT) in September 2008.

Staff of Nassim in coordination with Caritas (the Catholic Agency for International Aid
and Development) visited Roumieh prison (situated in the North-eastern part of Beirut)
to gain a first hand knowledge of the problems faced by their prisoners, their living
conditions and about what can be done to improve their way of living.
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In June, on the occasion of the International Day in support of the victims of torture,
Centre Nassim welcomed over 60 visitors to its premises. Also on this occasion, a
solidarity message addressed to Youssef Chaabane was signed and handed over to
him in the prison of Halba. Noteworthy to mention here that the BBC produced a
documentary about the Centre that was broadcast on BBC world (radio and website).
The activities of the centre were also highlighted in articles published in two local
newspapers and in a Lebanese NGO (network) portal. Members of the CLDH — many
of them from the team of Centre Nassim - also actively participated in their free time as
volunteers in a campaign aimed at increasing awareness of civil society on the issue of
torture (creating and distributing posters and T-shirts, animating movie-debates on
torture, etc.)
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Visibility actions and publicity

It is widely accepted that proper cooperation between an NGO and mass media will
lead to greater public knowledge about the working of NGO and will strengthen the
NGO’s work at the local, regional and national level. As someone once said, ‘providing
reliable information (to governments, intergovernmental organizations, politicians, the
news media, academics as well as the general public) is the most important
precondition to be fulfilled for any NGO to have an impact'.

In January 2008, a team from Télé Lumiére (Lebanese Christian religious television
station) visited the Centre and did a small story on its working after interviewing many
staff members

In June 2008, journalists from Al Akhbar (Arabic daily published in Lebanon) and BBC
visited the Centre and wrote informative write ups on the working of the Centre.

July 2008: A Greek journalist too visited our Centre and wrote an article on its
functioning.

From June onwards, one of our social workers also assumed the responsibility of media
coordinator of the Centre. In this capacity she worked individually and sometimes in
consultation with the other team members on ways and means to better organize and
improve the content and visual appeal of the Nassim blog.
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Conclusion

The year 2008, has been a year of consolidation for Centre Nassim. While the Centre
was launched in the latter half of 2007, the first few months of 2008 were spent in
streamlining the various procedures regarding the functioning of the Centre,
recruitments and staff appointments, financial administration etc. With systems now
firmly in place, the Centre embarked on its journey of reaching out and providing
succour to the victims of torture. The staff members convey warmth, concern, sensitivity
and respect while inquiring about horrifying experiences. The expression of caring is
extended through practical social work help in obtaining accommodation, employment
counseling, psychiatric evaluation and treatment, psychotherapy, physiotherapy and art
therapy. The steady influx of beneficiaries throughout the year is ample testimony of the
good, hard work put in by every staff member, under the able guidance and direction of
the Board of Directors. The staff of Nassim fully understands and comprehends the
enormity of the task at hand. This is a long and arduous journey and we need the
support, encouragement and goodwill of one and all to truly make a difference in the
lives of those numerous people who are still waiting in the shadows!!
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Tomorrow...
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New Projects proposed for 2009!

Survey on detainees in all Lebanese prisons

The CLDH put together a project titled “Survey on detainees in all Lebanese prisons” for
which funds have been secured from the Canadian Embassy for implementation in
2009. The purpose of this project is to gather statistics and detailed information of all
prison detainees in Lebanon, and to involve all the concerned authorities in this
exercise. This database will enable the CLDH to make an assessment of the overall
situation regarding the practice of detention in Lebanon, arrive at conclusions and
discuss the findings and proposed recommendations with the concerned authorities.

Report on Torture

CLDH proposes the preparation and publication by the end of the year 2009 of an
innovative report, on the prevalence and practice of torture by the security forces of
Lebanon. The aim of the report is to review the practice of torture in Lebanon and
towards this end, to also explore the extenuating circumstances prompting its use and
to come up with concrete recommendations on how best to reduce this practice.
Therefore, this ground breaking report, will not only look at the issue of use of torture by
the security forces in Lebanon in a holistic and comprehensive fashion but also suggest
ways and means by which this practice can be reduced and ultimately abolished. The
CLDH has prepared a concrete proposal and the same is also pending with several
interested donors for approval and funding.

Multimedia Space for Human Rights

A project of “Multimedia Virtual Space for Human Rights” has been conceived for
implementation in 2009 in partnership with COSV, Kafa (Enough! Stop Violence Against
Women) and PPM (Permanent Peace Movement), and funds have been successfully
raised from the European Commission.

In Lebanon the civil society is very strong and robust, exhibiting signs of active
networking between and amongst various organizations. There are a lot of different
Associations that deal with disparate issues such as women empowerment, refugees’
rights, torture, conflict resolution, and democracy. Notwithstanding this, there is still an
absence of mutual interaction among all the actors in the Civil Society, thereby leading
to problems of duplication of initiatives and lack of shared information. Most importantly,
there is no real Documentation Centre or library for the collection of all information

relating to HR issues.
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The proposed action aims at strengthening mutual cooperation among civil society
organizations, in order to better integrate human rights issues in national development
plans. Priority will be given to the following target groups: Local NGOS, Community
based organizations (CBOs), Civil Society Organizations, and youth from well-
established peace and human rights groups in Lebanese Universities or schools.

This project will create an easily accessible Multimedia Virtual Space (a website which
will also serve as a portal for interaction among various NGOs) where existing actors in
the field of Human Rights and connected to the network, can upload valuable resources
(books, video, DVD, information etc) on the themes and issues of HR of their interest
and easily make available for circulation, material regarding any news, events and other
initiatives. This will allow the general public to get to know better the Organizations
working in Lebanon on the issue of Human Rights. This will lead to greater public
awareness and also strengthen and empower the organizations thereby widening
possibilities of establishing contacts with foreign actors working in the same sector while
also lobbying more aggressively as a defined coalition/network in the sector of HR.

The action intends to support and reinforce the interaction and mutual cooperation
among civil society organizations, in particular through networking and creation of an
open Coalition/network that will be in charge of managing the Multimedia Virtual Space,
based on all the records and collection of material available on Human Rights. In this
manner the NGOs, Associations and local groups involved will share documents and
materials that are relevant for the understanding of the human rights situation in the
country.

Youth’s reinsertion

CLDH had a meeting with the Social Movement organization and have together agreed
that, when and where necessary, they will welcome youth who have been sentenced to
public interest work by the Lebanese Justice system, with a view to facilitate their
reinsertion in the society.
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THE DAILY STAR

Copyright (c) 2008 The Daily Star

Friday, February 22, 2008

Local rights group demands probe into fate of 'missing’ since Civil War

By Agence France Presse (AFP)

BEIRUT: A Lebanese rights group called Thursday for an international probe into the fate of
thousands of people who disappeared during the 1975-90 Civil War, claiming the government has
failed to tackle the issue. "Seventeen years after the end of the conflict and after Syrian troops and
the Israeli Army have left Lebanon, no serious investigation aimed at shedding light on the fate of
thousands of missing persons has been conducted," said a report by the Lebanese Center for Human
Rights.

The organization said it is demanding "the creation of an international investigative commission in
order to determine the fates of the missing as well as the creation of a truth and reconciliation
commission."

Over 150,000 people were killed during the 15-year war and according to official estimates from
1992, 17,000 people disappeared at the hands of Lebanese militias or the Syrian and Israeli armies
during the conflict.

The rights group said it believed that figure was an over-estimate, although it said it believed
hundreds of Lebanese were still detained "in secret or in inhumane conditions in Syrian prisons."

Its report comes amid high tensions in Lebanon, which is grappling with its worst political crisis since
the end of the Civil War, raising fears of renewed sectarian strife.

"The Lebanese government is still not ready, technically or politically, to address this issue which
implicates many people in power today," LCHR chief Wadih al-Asmar told AFP.

The report also said that "to this day, no real investigation has been conducted to determine the
locations of mass graves, the number of which remains unknown." For three years now, relatives of
the missing have staged a daily protest outside UN headquarters in Beirut.

LCHR said that while it supports the creation of a tribunal to try those behind the 2005 assassination
of former Premier Rafik Hariri, "all the victims, no matter who they are, have a right to truth and
justice." "Do we have to accept that only the political leaders have the right to truth and justice,
while the ordinary citizen must be deprived of their fundamental rights for more than 30 years?" it
asked. - AFP

THE DAILY STAR

Copyright (c) 2008 The Daily Star
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Rights Group Seeks International Probe into Civil War Missing

A Lebanese rights group called for an international investigation into the fate of thousands of people who
disappeared during the 1975-1990 civil war, saying the government has failed to tackle the issue.
"Seventeen years after the end of the conflict and after Syrian troops and the Israeli army have left
Lebanon, no serious investigation aimed at shedding light on the fate of thousands of missing persons
has been conducted," said a report by the Lebanese Center for Human Rights.

The organization said it is demanding "the creation of an international investigative commission in order to
determine the fates of the missing as well as the creation of a truth and reconciliation commission".

More than 150,000 people were killed during the 15-year war and according to official estimates from
1992, 17,000 people disappeared at the hands of Lebanese militias or the Syrian and Israeli armies
during the conflict.

The rights group said it believed that figure was an over-estimate, although it said it believed hundreds of
Lebanese were still detained "in secret or in inhumane conditions in Syrian prisons".

Its report comes amid high tension in Lebanon, which is grappling with its worst political crisis since the
end of the civil war, raising fears of renewed sectarian strife.

"The Lebanese government is still not ready, technically or politically, to address this issue which
implicates many people in power today," LCHR Secretary General Wadih al-Asmar told AFP.

The report also said that "to this day, no real investigation has been conducted to determine the locations
of mass graves, the number of which remains unknown."

For three years now, relatives of the missing have staged a daily protest outside U.N. headquarters in
Beirut.

LCHR said that while it supports the creation of a tribunal to try those behind the 2005 assassination of
former Premier Rafik Hariri, "all the victims, no matter who they are, have a right to truth and justice."

"Do we have to accept that only the political leaders have the right to truth and justice, while the ordinary
citizen must be deprived of their fundamental rights for more than 30 years?" it said.(AFP)
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samedi 23 février 2008 | 5:00 | Beyrouth
Droits de 'homme

Le CLDH réclame une enquéte internationale sur le sort des disparus

Le Centre libanais des droits humains (CLDH), organisation libanaise de défense des droits de
I’homme, a réclamé une enquéte internationale pour connaitre le sort des milliers de disparus pendant
la guerre civile (1975-1990), faute de volonté, selon elle, du gouvernement libanais de s’occuper de
ce dossier.

« Dix-sept ans apreés la fin du conflit et alors que les armées israélienne et syrienne se sont retirées du
Liban, aucune enquéte sérieuse n’a été menée visant a éclaircir le sort réservé a ces milliers de
personnes disparues », indique un rapport du CLDH publié hier.

L’organisation demande, comme elle I'a déja fait par le passé, « la création d’une commission
d’enquéte internationale afin de déterminer le sort des disparus et la création d’'une commission Vérité
et réconciliation ».

« Le gouvernement libanais n’est toujours pas prét, techniqguement et politiqguement, a ouvrir ce
dossier qui implique trop de gens qui sont aujourd’hui au pouvoir », a précisé le secrétaire général du
CLDH, Wadih al-Asmar.

La publication de ce rapport intervient alors que le spectre d’'une nouvelle guerre civile est évoqué par
des hommes politiques au Liban et que la crise politique se traduit par des accrochages armés
ponctuels entre partisans de la majorité et I'opposition.

Selon une estimation officielle datant de 1992, 17 000 personnes ont disparu aux mains des milices
libanaises ou des armées syrienne et israélienne entre 1975 et 1990. Un chiffre cependant « trés
probablement surestimé », selon le CLDH. Plus de 150 000 personnes ont pour leur part été tuées
pendant ce conflit.

Le CLDH estime a des centaines le nombre de Libanais « toujours détenus, au secret et dans des
conditions inhumaines, dans les prisons syriennes ». Des proches de ces disparus organisent depuis
trois ans un sit-in permanent devant les bureaux de 'ONU a Beyrouth.

Par ailleurs, « aucune véritable investigation n’a été menée pour identifier les emplacements des
charniers et fosses communes, dont le nombre reste a ce jour inconnu » au Liban, indique le rapport.
Le CLDH juge enfin « positive » la mise en place d’un tribunal international pour juger I'assassinat de
I'ancien Premier ministre libanais Rafic Hariri, tué le 14 février 2005 dans un attentat a Beyrouth, mais
estime que « toutes les victimes, quelles qu’elles soient, ont droit a la vérité et a la justice ».

« Doit-on accepter que seuls les leaders politiques aient le droit a la vérité et a la justice, alors que le
simple citoyen se voit privé de ces droits fondamentaux depuis plus de 30 ans ? » s’interroge
I'organisation.

© 2007, L'Orient-Le Jour. Droits de reproduction et de diffusion réservés.
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samedi 12 avril 2008 | 5:00 | Beyrouth
Les parents des détenus déterminés a poursuivre leur sit-in jusqu’a ce que justice soit faite

Ghassan Moukheiber : La présence de Libanais dans les gedles
syriennes ne fait aucun doute

Solide et les parents des détenus libanais en Syrie ont tenu hier une conférence de presse pour
marquer le troisiéme anniversaire du sit-in ouvert qu’ils tiennent depuis le 11 avril 2005 au jardin
Gebran Khalil Gebran, face a I’Escwa, au centre-ville.

Hier, comme tous les autres jours de I'année, leurs compagnons étaient les photos de leurs pere,
frere, sceurs, fils ou fille, détenus en Syrie. Ces derniers croupissent depuis au moins deux décennies
dans les gedles syriennes et leurs parents n’ont pas de nouvelles d’eux.

Se sont joints aux parents qui ont entamé hier leur quatrieme année de sit-in, notamment, le
président de la commission parlementaire des Droits de I'homme, Ghassan Moukheiber, M. Joseph
Chahda, représentant le député Michel Aoun, et le secrétaire général de I'Union pour le Liban,
Massoud Achkar.

Dans une allocution, le porte-parole de Solide, Ghazi Aad, a évoqué les mesures que doit entreprendre
le pouvoir exécutif au Liban afin de résoudre le dossier des Libanais détenus en Syrie. Il s’agit
notamment de « mettre un terme a la mission de la commission mixte libano-syrienne qui a prouvé
son échec et de publier un rapport détaillé sur les résultats de ses activités, former une nouvelle
commission conformément aux critéres internationaux, qui comporterait des responsables sécuritaires
et des magistrats qui seraient nommeés par le gouvernement, des hommes de droit et des spécialistes
en criminologie, des représentants des parents, des ONG qui ceuvrent sur le dossier des détenus et
des disparus, ainsi que des organisations internationales, comme le Comité international de la Croix-
Rouge ».

« Il faudrait aussi que la commission et le parquet ceuvrent a déterrer les fosses communes au Liban,
parce qu'il n’est plus acceptable que des batiments soient édifiés sur des centaines de corps dont
I'identité est inconnue, a précisé Ghazi Aad. Plus d’une fosse commune a été découverte, mais quelles
mesures a entrepris le gouvernement pour identifier les corps ? » s’est-il demandé, appelant enfin le
gouvernement a former une banque de données regroupant les informations sur I’ADN de parents des
détenus et disparus.

« Nous voulons une solution a travers la justice libanaise, mais le dossier des détenus, qui dépasse les
frontiéres libanaises, ne reléve pas des prérogatives de cette magistrature », a-t-il conclu.

De son coté, M. Moukheiber a expliqué que « dans le cadre de la stratégie nationale pour les droits de
I’'homme, un comité a été formé avec pour mission de régler le probléme des disparitions arbitraires
au Liban, en Syrie, en Libye et en Israél ».

Affirmant qu’il n’y a aucun doute sur la présence de Libanais dans les gebles syriennes, malgré le déni
des autorités syriennes en ce sens, M. Moukheiber a déclaré que le dossier ne peut étre résolu si « les
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autorités syriennes n’avouent pas leur crime ». « Les relations libano-syriennes ne peuvent étre
assainies sans une solution de ce dossier », a-t-il insisté.

« Réclamer la formation d’'une commission d’enquéte internationale qui sera chargée du dossier est
une clé pour améliorer les relations libano-syriennes », a poursuivi M. Moukheiber.

Pour sa part, la présidente du comité de parents des détenus libanais en Syrie, Sonia Eid, a affirmé
que « le sit-in sera maintenu jusqu’a ce que le dossier soit résolu et que les détenus rentrent vivants
ou morts ».

Quant au porte-parole du Centre libanais des droits humains, Wadih el-Asmar, il a affirmé que le
dossier est « un crime contre 'lhumanité », appelant le gouvernement a le confier au Conseil de
sécurité des Nations unies.

L’ancien détenu Ali Abou el-Dehen a appelé le président syrien Bachar el-Assad a libérer ses amis
libanais qui croupissaient avec lui dans la méme cellule, il y a trois ans.

Michel Soueidane, également ancien détenu, s’est déclaré prét a « donner des informations sur
plusieurs Libanais prisonniers en Syrie qui ont été liquidés ».

© 2007, L'Orient-Le Jour. Droits de reproduction et de diffusion réservés.
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Lundi 21 avril 2008 | 5:00 | Beyrouth

Ghazi Aad opposé a la politisation de I'affaire des fosses communes

Le Comité des parents des détenus et des personnes portées disparues au Liban, le Centre libanais
des droits de I'homme et Human Rights Watch ont tenu samedi une conférence de presse conjointe a
Halate, prés du lieu ou les agents de sécurité avaient creusé a la recherche d’'une fosse commune.

M. Ghazi Aad, président de Solid, a critiqué « la maniéere hative, primitive et désinvolte avec laquelle
I'affaire de la fosse commune présumée a été gérée mardi dernier ». Refusant que ce dossier soit
exploité dans un cadre politique, M. Aad a affirmé que Solid et le Comité des parents des détenus et
des personnes portées disparues « continueront de revendiquer un droit sacré aux parents des
détenus ou des personnes portées disparues durant la guerre, quelles que soient les accusations de
politisation ». Pour lui, ce droit est « celui de tous les Libanais et ne peut pas étre sélectif ou
marginalisé ».

© 2007, L'Orient-Le Jour. Droits de reproduction et de diffusion réservés.
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mardi 29 avril 2008 | 5:00 | Beyrouth

« Libérez Youssef Chaabane >, plaide le CLDH dans une lettre ouverte a
Siniora

Dans une lettre ouverte au Premier ministre Fouad Siniora et a I'occasion du troisieme anniversaire du
retrait des troupes syriennes du Liban, le Centre libanais des droits de I’'homme (CLDH) a plaidé pour
la libération de Youssef Chaabane, détenu arbitrairement depuis 1994 alors que son innocence ne fait
plus aucun doute, puisque le véritable coupable (de I'assassinat du diplomate jordanien dont il a été
accusé) a été arrété et condamné a mort en Jordanie en 2001.

Le communiqué du CLDH rappelle que I’'homme avait été enlevé par les services de renseignements
syriens, comme tant d’autres qui sont toujours portés disparus. « Sous la torture, les services de
renseignements syriens ont forcé cet homme a signer des aveux sur I'assassinat d’un diplomate,
rappelle le texte. Malgré tous les éléments prouvant son innocence, il reste condamné a la prison a
vie. »

Le CLDH estime qu’il n'est pas besoin d’attendre I’élection d’un président de la République (retardée
depuis sept mois) pour que celui-ci signe une amnistie spéciale. « Quelle est, en effet, la faute de
Youssef Chaabane dans la situation politique qui régne au Liban ? Aucune », affirme le texte. Et de
conclure : « Confiants dans le fait que vous prendrez cette mesure, nous mettons au défi quiconque
oserait critiquer ce geste de votre part. Aucun argument politique ne saurait entraver une décision qui
consiste a restaurer une victime dans ses droits. »
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Helping Lebanon's torture victims

By Mike Sergeant
BBC News in Beirut

People rarely talk openly about torture in Lebanon; even the victims are
reluctant to speak out, much less seek treatment.

But a new centre in Beirut is trying to help those who have suffered at the hands
of vicious interrogators and ruthless prison guards.

Centre Nassim, in the eastern part of the city, aims to rehabilitate victims of
torture. The idea is to bring everything people may need under one roof.

Here, they can get legal and financial advice. They are also offered medical Ehab al-Banna was tortured

treatment for their physical and mental wounds. five years

Some of the people who come to the centre experienced cruel treatment in detention during the civil war ir
Lebanon, which ended in 1990. Others say they were tortured much more recently.

"There is nothing worse you can do than torture someone," says Cynthia Petrigh, the director of the centre

"But we are here to help the worst-off. It's so rewarding when you see a smile on the face of someone whc
been through hell in detention.”

'‘Nobody gets justice’

Ehab al-Banna says he knows what it is like to be on the receiving end of brutal treatment in prison. He we
arrested in 1999 after clashes with the Lebanese army and held for four-and-a-half years.

"They gave us no food no water for three days," he alleges.

"No sleep, no toilet, until we signed a confession. They used electrical torture, water torture and they tied ¢
behind our backs and lifted us."
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He shows me some of the techniques he says were used against him. On one
occasion, he says, he was so badly beaten that he ended up in a coma for three
days - something he still has not fully recovered from.

"It's a very bad feeling” he says. "You have this fear for the rest of your life. They
make you a very bad person in the eyes of society."

I ask his lawyer Tarek Shindab about compensation. He just laughs.

"Never - not in this country. They will put you in prison again. That's it," he says. The centre calls for torture t
that there is relative peace
"Nobody ever gets justice for this."

At the Centre Nassim, however, victims can get practical assistance.

Very often there is a link between the physical and mental effects of torture. The psychological pain somets
the longest.

Rabih Chammaay, the psychiatrist at the centre, says that some of the victims tortured 20 years ago are s
depressed.

There are also those newly released from jail, whose symptoms are slightly different. "They are more agita

anxious," he explains.
Terror suspects
The first step for treating the victims is to get them to relax.

Selim al-Hilwee, a physiotherapist, tells me he often likes to use calming music and massage to help them
and accept more specific treatment.

The centre has only been open a few months, but the specialists employed here
say they are already seeing positive results.

Lebanon signed up to an international convention against torture in 2000, and in
recent years legislation has given victims greater legal protection.

But according to human rights organisations, forms of torture are still widely
practised.

Wadih al-Asmar, of the Lebanese Centre for Human Rights, says that the main Massage helps victims relax

issue in Lebanon is that the police think that torture is a method of interrogation. "eir mental scars

"It's a particular problem with cases of terrorism," he says.
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"Every time a terrorist is suspected, we suspect torture."

The fact is that Lebanon probably has a better record on torture than many countries in the Middle East - b
here, it seems to have taken place much too frequently.

Only now are the victims starting to talk more openly about their experiences, and getting the help they ne

recover.
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Nassim Center tackles trauma suffered by victims of torture

By Rozina Ali
Special to The Daily Star
Tuesday, July 08, 2008

BEIRUT: Tucked away in the busy streets of Dora, a northern
TUUSAID "u suburb of Beirut, is a small office tackling one of the country's

biggest taboos: torture. The Nassim Center opened in
Tu TURTUHE September of last year to help victims cope with the
psychological effects of torture, regardless of the patient's
background and history.

TORTUREIZSTILLPRACTICEBINLEZAMON i The facility is already serving 30 regular beneficiaries in

JUNE 2515 THE INTERNATIONAL DAY IESUPFORTOF WACTIMB OF TRRTURE addition to sporadic visitors. The Nassim Center defines
beneficiaries according to the United Nations' definition of
torture, which includes psychological effects upon persons.

According to this definition, the center not only assists direct
victims of torture, but also families of those tortured and
families who are attempting to grieve for missing relatives.

Lebanon is a signatory to the UN convention against torture, but it has yet to fully implement the terms of
the pact.

Many patients seeking help at the center are not just victims from the 1975-90 Civil War; some are victims
of more recent crimes in Lebanon, Syria, Israel and elsewhere.

According to an official at the center who wished to remain anonymous, the differences in patients reflect
the spread of violence in the country. "Levels and causes of violence are so numerous that there are
different reasons why people come to us," she said.

Yet, the Nassim Center meets the demands of its various patients like a well-oiled machine. Given the
different needs of its patients, the center employs a multi-disciplinary approach that embodies psychological,
physical, legal, health and employment aspects.

As the psychiatrist at the facility, Rabih Channay, explains, the office functions "depending on what [the
patient] needs. There are no specific rules."

The facility's lax but dedicated atmosphere is more than apparent when walking through the building.

The offices of each of the organization's 12 employees are inviting, nearly all painted in bright colors. The
personalized look and atmosphere each employee offers is a reassuring reminder that patients are dealing
with people, not just another organization.

Each employee specializes in a specific area to provide a patient with whatever he or she needs, and each
case is discussed in a weekly meeting and every patient is attended to by almost every member of the
center.

The official stressed that the center did not want to "push" any agenda on its patients. The ide is to have is a
space in which the patients can talk freely, and when they are ready to gain legal compensation or
employment, the Nassim Center will assist them. "We help them regain their dignity," she said.
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Despite the employees' evident enthusiasm, their task is full of
challenges.

Ali Wazne, the center's lawyer, was successful in clearing criminal charges against one of the patients. He is
currently in the process of helping the patient gain legal compensation, but this endeavor has little
precedence and little chance of success.

"To get a judgement from the country that they tortured someone is impossible, but we have to try," Wazne
said.

Yet Lebanon's attitude toward torture is not the center's only concern. Most difficult are the victims who
come into the office and who are not revolted by the torture they endured, but instead think it is normal. Yet
even then, Channay and the official stress, the center will not impose a view. "And at some point, deep
down, they realize they can be angry,” Channay said.

They both assert, however, that the "normalization” of violence in Lebanon should be of serious concern.
They attribute such public opinion to Lebanon's perennial state of conflict. "There's a lot of violence in
general in Lebanon. Walking down the street and seeing how people drive, and seeing the domestic violence
... people get used to the fact that violence is everywhere," the official explained.

Channay added that moral reasons play a role in public opinion as well: "If it's a bad person, or if it's a
"terrorist," [torture] is ok. Lebanon is still at war, and this might be understood in that way."

Despite a government accused of still practicing torture and a public which deems it normal, the Nassim
Center's employees are optimistic. They say the fact that the center exists is a sign that torture is a
persistent problem within the country, but when asked if the organization has a larger goal, the official just
smiled and said: "Our agenda is to disappear."

In the meantime, the center encourages all who have been victims of torture, physically or psychologically,
to contact them. The facility receives various types of cases but the bottom line is the same.

As Channay explained: "Time will not change the amount of pain, it changes the face of it."
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Army breaks up protest against detainees in Syria

Demonstrators demand release of Lebanese prisoners held since civil war
By Jessica Naimeh
Special to The Daily Star

again to the streets on Monday morning protesting against the
detention in Syria of their relatives. The demonstration took an
unfortunate turn of events as the Lebanese Armed Forces
(LAF) violently forced the protesters to move away as they
were trying to intercept Syrian Foreign Minister Walid
Moallem's convoy to the presidential palace in Baabda.

The protest was organized with the help of the civil society
representatives, human-rights associations and local and
international NGOs.

The groups have held similar demonstrations in the past, but
this time, the protest was called to coincide with Moallem's
visit to Lebanon.

"We, as civil society organizations, want to confirm the
existence of Lebanese detainees in Syrian prisons,"” said Ghazi Aad, founder of Support of Lebanese in
Detention and Exile (SOLIDE), an NGO which has longed worked to uncover the fate of Lebanese detainees
in Syrian prisons.

Parents and relatives of Lebanese citizens who disappeared between 1975 and 2005 gathered around 10:30
a.m. next to the presidential palace in Baabda, where Moallem was expected to arrive.

Many protestors held pictures of their detained or lost relatives as well as banners with slogans written in
Arabic such as "no [diplomatic] relations before the return [of the Lebanese held in Syrian prisons]"” or "not
only are there [prisoners] in Israel, but in Syria as well."

As Moallem's convoy was about to reach the presidential palace, demonstrators tried to block the road and
were aggressively pushed and beaten up by LAF forces. Some demonstrators suffered wounds as a result.

In a news conference after his parliamentary bloc's meeting on Monday, Free Patriotic Movement leader MP
Michel Aoun said clashes between demonstrators and the LAF "were truly unfortunate,” adding that the new
government would "double efforts™ to uncover the fate of detainees in Syrian prisons issue as "the fate of
these missing people could not be ignored.”

According to a researcher with Human Rights Watch, Nadim Houri, who took part in Monday's protest, the
demonstrators were "violently pushed by the LAF who used the bottoms of their rifles" to move the crowd

Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH)
Bakhos Building, 1% floor, Dora, Beirut, Lebanon. Tel : 00 961 1 24 00 23

E mail : solida@solida.org Web : www.solida.org
Registration # 218/2008



away. He said that none of the protesters was armed, so there was "no need to resort to such kind of
violence."

Houri told The Daily Star that mothers of detainees were violently pushed in the process, saying that the
"LAF ought to adopt strict guidelines that ban the use of violence to disperse demonstrators."

Before the incidents occurred, head of Union for Lebanon Massoud al-Ashkar told reporters "the detainees
issue was more important than the normalization of the Lebanese-Syrian diplomatic relations or the border
demarcation between the two neighboring countries.”

Ashkar added that Lebanon "managed to bring back home Lebanese held in Israeli prisons and that the
same should be done for those who were detained in Syrian prisons." On Wednesday, five prisoners and 200
bodies were handed to Hizbullah by the Israel as part of a prisoner swap deal.

Despite the brawl with the LAF, demonstrators were able to send a seven-point letter to Sleiman who, in his
inaugural speech, expressed his will to deal with the issue of the detainees. The letter called for including
the prisoners' issue in the upcoming ministerial statement.

It also called on forming a national commission to look into the issue of the detainees in Syria, as well as
creating a DNA database through the missing people's relatives.

It also said an international investigative commission should be created, "as a last resort,” to find out the
missing people's whereabouts and their fate. According to the letter, the international commission should
also try those who committed these "crimes against humanity."

Echoing remarks made by Moallem during a news conference on Monday about the existence of Syrian
detainees in Lebanese prisons, Houri told The Daily Star that there were actually names of Syrians who
disappeared in Lebanon during the 1975-90 Civil War. "It is surprising that Syria never bothered dealing
with this issue [when it was controlling the country],” he said, adding that information about Syrian
detainees in Lebanese prisons can "be easily made available" as they (Lebanese prisons) were accessible to
the Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations.

Houri said that Syria had to give a "serious and transparent list of Lebanese and non-Lebanese detainees
abducted on Lebanese soil." While the Syrian authorities have always avoided giving out information about
the Lebanese prisoners, some detainees' parents said they had proof about their children's imprisonment in
Syria as they were able to contact and sometimes visit them.

According to Houri, most of the detainees have never even been sentenced and if they had been, it was in
an unfair trial.

Houri also said that although "some progress" is possible, the "detainees' relatives needed to see concrete
actions because they have in the past received too many unrealized promises."
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L’armée brutalise les manifestants a coups de crosse sur la route du palais présidentiel

Les parents des prisonniers en Syrie et des disparus remettent un
mémorandum a Sleiman

L'article de Anne-Marie EL-HAGE

«Celui qui a attendu trente ans peut bien attendre quelques semaines. »
C’est par ces propos d’un grand cynisme que le ministre syrien des Affaires
étrangeres Walid Moallem a réagi hier a la manifestation qu’avaient
organisée a Baabda, sur la route du palais présidentiel, une centaine de
parents de détenus dans les prisons syriennes. Une manifestation qui a
coincidé avec la visite de Moallem au palais de Babbda et qui ne s’est pas

déroulée sans accroc, I'armée brutalisant les manifestants, parfois a coups

de crosse. Et ce « de crainte qu’ils ne ferment la route au passage du convoi

de Walid Moallem », a expliqué a ce propos Ghazi Aad, représentant I'association Solide (Soutien aux
Libanais en détention et en exil). « Mais I'incident est désormais clos et résulte d’'un simple
malentendu », a affirmé Ghazi Aad.

D’ailleurs, a l'issue de I'incident, une délégation de quatre personnes, formée de Wadad Halwani,
présidente du Comité des parents des personnes enlevées et disparues au Liban, de Wadih el-Asmatr,
secrétaire général du Centre libanais des droits de ’homme, de Ghazi Aad et de William Chémali, de
Solide, a eu l'autorisation de se rendre au palais de Baabda. Les membres de cette délégation y ont
remis au général Makari, délégué par le président de la République, un mémorandum signé par 17
associations de la société civile proposant des solutions au drame des personnes disparues durant la
guerre et plus particulierement des détenus libanais dans les prisons syriennes. « Nous espérons que
le mémorandum sera remis au président de la République et que dans les prochaines 48 heures, ce
dernier nous fixera un rendez-vous », a poursuivi M. Aad, précisant que le dossier des détenus dans
les gedles syriennes comprend une liste de 600 noms. « Les dossiers comportent les moindres
informations et les moindres détails relatifs & chaque Libanais détenu en Syrie. Nous réclamons un
engagement ferme et officiel pour la prise en charge de la totalité de ce dossier », a ajouté Ghazi Aad.

Une priorité nationale

Il n'en demeure pas moins que durant la manifestation, a laquelle a également participé Sami
Gemayel, I'armée a arrété durant un quart d’heure I'activiste des droits de I'homme de I'association
Solide, Elie Roumieh. De plus, une des manifestantes s’est évanouie lors de la bousculade provoquée

par I'armée pour empécher les manifestants de traverser les barrieres métalliques au passage du
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convoi du ministre syrien, Walid Moallem. La manifestante a été secourue par la Croix-Rouge. «
L’'armée a cru que nous voulions fermer la route. Or, nous voulions tout simplement marcher vers la
présidence », a observé Ghazi Aad a ce propos, précisant que la manifestation a été organisée en
derniére minute, & I'annonce de I'arrivée de Walid Moallem.

Arborant des portraits de leurs proches ainsi que des drapeaux libanais, les manifestants brandissaient
aussi des pancartes sur lesquelles était écrit « Pas de relations avant leur retour ». « Ce dossier doit
devenir une priorité nationale. 1l revét une plus grande importance que les relations diplomatiques
entre le Liban et la Syrie. Nous ne pouvons établir de relations avec celui qui ne reconnait pas la
présence de prisonniers (en Syrie). C'est la raison pour laquelle ce dossier doit étre traité avant la
mise en place de relations diplomatiques entre les deux pays », a insisté M. Aad.

Une autre pancarte portait aussi I'inscription « Pas seulement Israél, la Syrie aussi », en référence au
récent reglement du dossier des prisonniers libanais en Israél.

Commentant les propos cyniques du ministre syrien Walid Moallem, qui affirmait que « celui qui a
attendu trente ans peut bien attendre quelques semaines », Ghazi Aad a estimé que « ces paroles
sont la confirmation syrienne officielle que cette pratique remonte a trente ans ». Quant a I'affirmation
du ministre syrien que le dossier des prisonniers libanais en Syrie doit étre traité en concomitance
avec le dossier des Syriens disparus au Liban, M. Aad a affirmé qu’il faut étre prét a collaborer et a
participer activement aux recherches concernant les disparus syriens au Liban. « Il est toutefois
impératif que ces dossiers soient traités avec transparence et sérieux », a-t-il conclu.

Par ailleurs, un membre du comité central du CPL, Ziyad Abs, qui participait & la manifestation, a
qualifié de « sauvage » la fagcon de traiter les manifestants. « Cela rappelle une époque révolue », a-t-
il souligné. Il a précisé que le retour des prisonniers libanais d’'Israél nécessite qu’il faille traiter « avec
responsabilité » le dossier des libanais détenus dans les prisons syriennes. « Ce dossier est compliqué
car il implique certains partis libanais au méme titre que la Syrie », a-t-il indiqué. Et d’inviter
I’ensemble des partis libanais, dont certains sont représentés au gouvernement, a traiter ce dossier
avec responsabilité.

Anne-Marie EL-HAGE

© 2007, L'Orient-Le Jour. Droits de reproduction et de diffusion réservés.
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Thursday, September 18, 2008

Families of missing Lebanese urge factions to stop politicizing issue

Daily Star staff

BEIRUT: A committee formed by the families of Lebanese detainees in Syrian prisons and abducted
and missing persons in Syria, in association with the Support of Lebanese in Detention and Exile
(SOLIDE), said on Wednesday the proliferation of statements on the issues of missing persons and
detainees was "harmful to the dossiers, as they distorted the national and humanitarian character
and legal status of the cases."

The families along with SOLIDE held a demonstration Wednesday in front of the headquarters of the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in downtown Beirut.

"The differences, quarrels and internal political propaganda ... have led to the insinuation that the
victims of forced disappearance are only the responsibility of Israel and Syria, completely ignoring
the responsibility of [Lebanon] in this crime,"” the detainees' and missing persons' families said in a
statement.

The statement also urged the Lebanese government to repatriate Lebanese citizens listed in a
document Syria had presented to the Lebanese government recently in accordance with the
convention signed between the two neighbor countries in 1951.

Lebanon should also continue to demand Syrian authorities to reveal the fate of the Lebanese in its
prisons, especially in light of thousands of documented cases, the committee added.

The families called for the formation of a national committee that joined government representatives
with representatives of local committees, family associations and specialized international
organizations such as the United Nations and the International Red Cross, "to find conclusive
solutions to the issue of the missing and the detainees."

Justice Minister Ibrahim Najjar said in comments published Saturday that Syrian authorities had
informed him during a meeting of the Syrian-Lebanese committee in charge of the missing persons
issue that there were no missing or kidnapped Lebanese in Syria.

Najjar told An-Nahar newspaper that the list published on the Lebanese Forces Web site on Friday,
which included the names of 184 people arrested in Syria, was part of a longer list of 700 names
that was presented by Syria. Informed sources told An-Nahar that the names only included those in
civil prisons, and that the Syrian authorities did not mention Lebanese detained in military prisons or
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intelligence agency centers.

Also on Saturday, Al-Mustagbal newspaper quoted a political source as saying that the Syrian
government had admitted to holding 46 Lebanese prisoners. "We are studying a proposal that would
give permission to a Lebanese security official to meet with his Syrian counterpart to discuss the
issue," the source told the paper.

A judicial source also told the paper that Lebanon's main objective was to obtain permission from
Syrian authorities to send a delegation to investigate the situation of prisoners in Syria, to ensure
they are receiving humane treatment, promote their legal rights and give prisoners' families the
opportunity to visit. - The Daily Star

THE DAILY STAR

Copyright (¢) 2008 The Daily Star
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Droits de ’homme

Cent vingt prisonniers libanais croupissent dans la prison de Palmyre
L'article de Nada MERHI

Le dossier des Libanais détenus en Syrie connait des rebondissements, sans
qu’une solution efficace et sérieuse ne pointe a I’horizon. Un témoin affirme
que 120 Libanais sont toujours en vie.

« Je m’appelle Milad. Je suis un soldat de I'armée. Je suis détenu depuis

vingt-cing ans. Mes parents n’ont pas de nouvelles de moi. Nous sommes
120 Libanais, détenus depuis plusieurs années. » Omar Yéhia, ancien détenu
libanais, arrété le 6 juin dernier dans la région de Jdeidet Yabouss sur la frontiére libano-syrienne et
libéré il y a prés d’'une semaine, est le seul témoin de ces aveux que lui a confiés un coprisonnier a
travers la paroi d’un mur qui sépare deux cellules dans la prison de Palmyre.

Par ces quelques mots, qu’il a rapportés a Solide (Soutien aux Libanais détenus en exil) et au Comité
des parents des détenus libanais en Syrie, Omar Yéhia vient confirmer que de nombreux Libanais
croupissent encore dans les prisons syriennes. Des propos démentant les allégations de Damas qui
persiste a nier avoir dans ses prisons des Libanais toujours en vie. Mais envahi par la peur (trés
justifiée d’ailleurs), Omar a décidé juste avant la conférence de presse organisée hier au jardin Gebran
Khalil Gebran, place Riad el-Solh, de ne plus témoigner devant les médias des conditions de sa
détention... et de celle des autres détenus.

« Les victimes de disparition forcée au Liban se comptent par milliers, mais nous insistons toujours sur
les détenus en Syrie parce que nous avons la certitude que certains sont encore en vie (...) et la
priorité va donc aux vivants », a déclaré Ghazi Aad, porte-parole de Solide, qui s’exprimait au nom de
quatre ONG, Solide, le Comité des parents des détenus libanais en Syrie, le Comité des parents des
personnes enlevées et disparues au Liban et le Centre libanais pour les droits de ’lhomme.

« Omar Yéhia a été arrété et conduit en Syrie le 6 juin 2008 sans que les autorités libanaises n’en
soient averties, a-t-il ajouté. Il a été libéré trois mois plus tard, sans que les autorités libanaises n’en
prennent pour autant conscience. Son nom figurait sur la liste des 34 prisonniers détenus dans les
prisons militaires et remise par Damas au comité judiciaire libanais, au moment ot Omar quittait sa
cellule a Palmyre et se dirigeait vers le Liban, également a I'insu des services de sécurité et judiciaires
libanais. »

Déplorant les pratiques syriennes « qui n’ont pas changé depuis les années de tutelle », Ghazi Aad a
mis en garde contre un piége qui serait dressé a Jdeidet Yabouss, « ou de nombreux Libanais sont ou
pourraient étre menés dans des prisons syriennes, a I'insu des autorités libanaises ».

Ghazi Aad a remarqué par ailleurs que les discours politiques confondent « consciemment ou par
ignorance » le dossier des détenus et celui des disparus. Il a expliqué dans ce cadre que selon la
Convention internationale pour la protection de toutes les personnes contre les disparitions forcées,
adoptée le 20 décembre 2006 par les Nations unies, et la clause 23 de la déclaration ministérielle,

« ces deux dossiers forment une seule et méme cause qui porte le nom de disparitions forcées ».

En ce qui concerne les derniéres listes remises par la Syrie au Liban, Ghazi Aad a constaté que sur les
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107 noms présentés, « seuls 40 figuraient sur la liste de Solide remise a Damas par le comité
judiciaire libanais et dont la présence a toujours été démentie ». « Soudainement, la Syrie reconnait
I'existence de Libanais dans ses prisons et de nouveaux noms ont surgi dont nous ignorions méme
I'existence, ce qui prouve que le nombre de personnes disparues dépassera de loin celui que nous
avons présenté », a affirmé Ghazi Aad.

« Les autorités libanaises sont coupables de négligence a I'’égard de leurs citoyens, puisqu’elles
ignorent I'existence de Libanais dans les prisons syriennes, a-t-il encore insisté. Elles sont dans un
état de léthargie totale, notamment en ce qui concerne la détention et la libération des Libanais. »

Se pronongant au nom des quatre ONG, Ghazi Aad a enfin appelé le gouvernement a ceuvrer pour

« libérer les Libanais dont le nom figure sur les listes présentées récemment par Damas », a « insister
aupres des autorités syriennes pour dévoiler le sort des personnes victimes des disparitions forcées et
qui croupissent dans leurs prisons », comme a former une commission d’enquéte nationale, qui
comporterait, aux cotés des représentants du gouvernement, des représentants des comités des
parents des disparus et des ONG qui travaillent sur le dossier.

Le président du Centre libanais pour les droits de ’'homme, Wadih Asmar, a pour sa part critiqué la
commission mixte libano-syrienne dont I'activité « manque de transparence ».

De son c6té, Wadad Halawani, présidente du Comité des parents des personnes enlevées et disparues
au Liban, a appelé le gouvernement et les responsables a traiter le dossier et les parents des détenus
et des disparus avec lus « d’humanité et de respect ».
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